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CORRECTION: Details in the second and third paragraphs have changed from the 
earlier version. Please use this release.
Contact: Phyllis Bouchee, Alumni Association, (406) 243-5211.
UM, GRIZZLIES PAY TRIBUTE TO POLSON-AREA FANS SATURDAY
MISSOULA -
A Poison couple will be in the spotlight Saturday, Nov. 13, as The University of 
Montana and the Grizzlies honor their fans and alumni to the north.
John A. and Tina Hill Mercer will receive the University’s Community Service Award, 
and their names will be announced during the Montana Grizzlies vs. Idaho Vandals football 
game at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. Kickoff is 12:05 p.m.
Coordinated by the UM Alumni Association and the Grizzly Athletic Association, the 
Community Service Award recognizes support of and service to UM and to hometown 
communities.
John Mercer is being singled out for his service to Montana as well. John is midway 
through his final term in the state House of Representatives. First elected in 1985, he has been 
a strong leader for his constituents and fellow legislators.
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John was House Minority Leader and House Whip before becoming Speaker of the 
House in 1993. He is the only four-term Speaker of the House in Montana history. As a 
legislator John has led efforts to reduce property tax and to improve salaries and benefits for 
Montana University System staff members.
John is a member of UM’s Flathead Lake Biological Station advisory board. During the 
1999 Legislative session, he helped secure funding for Flathead Basin water-quality studies 
conducted by biological station researchers.
* *3
A lawyer in private practice with the Poison firm of French, Mercer, Grainey and 
O’Neill, John earned his bachelor’s degree from UM in 1979 and his juris doctorate from 
Northwestern.
Tina, a physical therapist, is known in the Poison area for her work with young people. 
An active school volunteer, she has helped coach girls’ basketball. Tina earned her bachelor’s 
degree from UM in 1994. While at UM she was an advocate for physically locating the 
physical therapy program with other School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences 
programs, which has been done.
The Mercers have two small children, Tommy, 3, and Mike, 1.
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